The Will of God 
  The will of God 
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you. Do not be like the horse of the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you. (Psalm 32:8-9 NIV) 
Christians often seem to behave as if they were in harness, waiting for God to steer them each step of the way. But is it really God’s intention for us to go through life as if we were wearing blinders, mindlessly turning this and that way when God tugs on the reins? A horse or a mule, the Psalm tells us, has “no understanding”. Human beings are different! God has equipped us with intellectual abilities, which allow us to take responsibility for our actions. 
  Obedience to God is not blind 
Psalm 103:7 tells us that God “made known his ways to Moses”. In many ways Moses was no exception, for today God still makes His ways known to all who love Him. If we had space here for a full-length study, I should love to show you just how staggering Jesus’ statement in John 15 really is. He declared that if we obey Him, we are not to do so as servants who do not know what is in the mind of their lord and master, but as friends in whom He confides, close associates who understand His intentions, and those who have a share in His plans. “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way ... The Lord confides in those who fear him” (Psalm 25:9-14 NIV). This is rendered by the KJV as “The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him” – which we might express today as “God has no secrets from His followers”. Right from the start it was clear that God was not interested in playing hide and seek. “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?” He asked (Genesis 18:17). 
Romans 8:14 says “Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God” or, put the other way round, the sons of God are led by the Spirit of God. The new nature given us in Christ and the counsel of the Holy Spirit naturally incline us in a general godly direction. “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it’” (Isaiah 30:21). That is, God will assure us that we are on the right path. 
Sometimes people struggle so hard to gain assurance of God’s guidance, even fasting and praying as they look for signs and clues here, there and everywhere. Does God really want to put us under that kind of pressure? If God wants us to do something, is He going to keep us guessing about what it is? How then could He expect us to do it? Or do we think that God delights in making things difficult for us? I agree that we should earnestly wait upon God at all times to make sure that His will is done, as Christ taught us. If we are to follow and obey, we need the strength that comes from prayer. But does it have to feel like pushing a boulder up a mountain? It cannot surely be God’s intention to keep us in the dark about what precisely He expects of us. 
Nothing in the Word of God suggests that we have to worm out of Him what He has in mind for us. If He is not forthcoming on the matter, He can hardly blame us if we do not do what he wants. If I wished my son to do something, would I sit tight-lipped? Would he have to beg me to tell him, or try to discern my wishes by listening out for subtle hints, watching for coincidences, grabbing at straws in the wind, relying on chance Bible verses, and all the time pleading “Father, speak! I will not eat until you tell me what you want”? No, never! We can rest assured that our heavenly Father is not like that either.  
Some people are reluctant even to start their day until they have received clear instructions from God. But special guidance is actually very rare in Scripture. It was given to Philip, Peter and Paul as evangelists laying the foundation of the future historic church. Yet it is interesting to note that Bible men or women were not usually in prayer when God called them to special service. After all, He is as near when we are not praying as when we are, and can speak to us any time. Scripture provides very few examples of God cutting across our plans with different orders. Paul traveled for years taking the Gospel everywhere he went, but on only six occasions did God tell him to change his route. And on none of those occasions was Paul specifically seeking guidance. Some people today have more leading before breakfast than Paul had in a lifetime! Of course we should pray – or how can we do His will? But we should not allow ourselves to be shackled by false notions about how God gives guidance. Jesus said, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). 
  God guides constantly   
The basic truth regarding God’s will is that God does guide, constantly, unless we go our own headstrong way. This can be seen throughout Scripture. Psalm 23, for instance, more or less takes it for granted that God will shepherd us: “He leads me beside quiet waters ... He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” 
Does God guide us only when we ask? Of course not! It was not so for people in the Bible and it is not so now. I know of one instance of guidance being given while people were actually “seeking God”. This occurs in Acts 13:2: “While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” However, even there they were not fasting to find out what Paul and Barnabas should do. They all knew that already! God had already called them. 
On that day, however, the Lord cut across their work in Antioch and they set sail, going where they thought best, without further supernatural instructions. Later came the famous call to Macedonia. Paul and Silas were sailing to Asia but the Lord diverted them to Europe. Paul was definitely not fasting or praying when he “saw” a man from Macedonia calling, “Come over to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9). In fact, he was fast asleep! Nonetheless, Paul concluded that God had called them to preach the gospel in Macedonia. The word “concluded” shows that he was careful about visions. They are not commands, but things to be pondered on before a conclusion about their meaning is reached. 
People say that they wait for promptings with “open minds”, but what this tends to mean is that they take whatever strikes them first as direct instruction from the Lord. “The Lord told me,” they say. How do they know it was the Lord? Suggestions drop into an open mind from anywhere, like rain into a pond. Sudden impulses are no guarantee of divine origin. It is all too easy to translate our own wishfulness into a heavenly call. 1 John 4:1 warns us about jumping to conclusions: “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God.” 
  We do not wrestle with God – God wrestles with us! 
Problems usually arise about what God wants because we have our own “wants”. Look at Jacob, the patriarch. God came and wrestled with Jacob, not Jacob with God, until Jacob surrendered his self-will. Afterwards he held on to God until he got the only thing that was really vital – God’s blessing. 
God’s will is so important that He does not rely upon people seeking it. It would be far too risky to rely on our asking at the critical moment what He wants done. But by his grace we can walk the right road as long as our heart is right. That is normal Christian experience – which boils down to simply following Jesus.  
Some talk of concentrating hard until they hear God’s “‘still, small” voice, taking volume as a sign of authenticity. Is God always so delicate and sophisticated? Is God like a conspirator whispering, “I am only going to say this once!”? Psalm 29:3 tells us that the God of glory “thunders”! Let’s be honest. We often know all too well what God wants; the problem is that we do not want to do it! If we are not going the right way, God will redirect us – unless, of course, we are stubborn. The promises are clear: “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you” (Psalm 32:8); “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way” (Psalm 25:9); “This God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even to the end” (Psalm 48:14). 
THIS IS A GREAT STORY GUYS, HAVE A BLESSED WEEKEND!
 
 JESUS, MY ATTORNEY 
*************************  
After living a "decent" life, my time on earth came to an end. The first thing I remember is sitting on a bench in the waiting room of what I thought to be a court house. 
The doors opened and I was instructed to come in and have a seat by the defense table. As I looked around I saw the "prosecutor." He was a villainous looking gent who snarled as he stared at me. He definitely was the most evil person I have ever seen. 
I sat down and looked to my left and there sat my lawyer, a kind and gentle looking man whose appearance seemed familiar to me. The corner door flew open and there appeared the judge in full flowing robes. He commanded an awesome presence as he moved across the room. I couldn't take my eyes off of him. As he took his seat behind the bench, he said, "Let us begin." 
The prosecutor rose and said, "My name is Satan and I am here to show you why this man belongs in hell." 
He proceeded to tell of lies that I told, things that I stole, and in the past when I cheated others. Satan told of other horrible perversions that were once in my life and the more he spoke, the further down in my seat I sank. I was so embarrassed that I couldn't look at anyone, even my own lawyer, as the Devil told of sins that even I had completely forgotten about. 
As upset as I was at Satan for telling all these things about me, I was equally upset at my representative who sat there silently not offering any form of defense at all. I know I had been guilty of those things, but I  had done some good in my life - couldn't that at least equal out part of the harm I've done? 
Satan finished with a fury and said, "This man belongs in hell, he is guilty of all that I have charged and there is not a person who can prove otherwise." 
When it was his turn, my lawyer first asked if he might approach the bench. 
The judge allowed this over the strong objection of Satan, and beckoned him to come forward. 
As he got up and started walking, I was able to see him in his full splendor and majesty. I realized why he seemed so familiar. This was Jesus representing me, my Lord and my Savior. He stopped at the bench and softly said to the judge, "Hi Dad," and then he turned to address the court. 
"Satan was correct in saying that this man had sinned, I won't deny any of these allegations. And yes the wages of sin is death, and this man deserves to be punished." 
Jesus took a deep breath and turned to his Father with outstretched arms and proclaimed, "However, I died on the cross so that this person might have eternal life and he has accepted me as his Savior, so he is mine." 
My Lord continued with, "His name is written in the book of life and no one can snatch him from me. Satan still does not understand yet. This man is not to be given justice, but rather mercy." 
As Jesus sat down, he quietly paused, looked at his Father and replied, 
"There is nothing else that needs to be done. I've done it all." 
The judge lifted his mighty hand and slammed the gavel down. The following words bellowed from his lips... "This man is free. The penalty for him has already been paid in full. Case dismissed." 
As my Lord led me away, I could hear Satan ranting and raving, "I won't give up, I'll win the next one." 
I asked Jesus as he gave me my instructions where to go next, "Have you ever lost a case?" 
Christ lovingly smiled and said, "Everyone that has come to me and asked me to represent them has received the same verdict as you, Paid in Full." 
If you do not pass this along to anyone, absolutely nothing will happen.. No curse, no bad fortune, absolutely nothing. Passing this on to anyone you consider a friend, (as I have done here), will bless you both, that is what Jesus promised us all. 

A friend was in front of me coming out of church one day, and the preacher was standing at the door as he always is to shake hands. He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled him aside. 

The Pastor said to him, "You need to join the Army of the Lord!" 

My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor." 

Pastor questioned, "How come I don't see you except at Christmas and Easter?" 

He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service.

